
 

 

Is anyone else out there ready for the warm weather to officially kick in?  The warm weather always 

seems to give us that urge to just get outside and do something….like volunteer.  All across the 

country, we are already seeing other people with that same urge!  Everyone has enjoyed the winter, 

but they’re ready to get back outside, and are already planning their  spring Take Pride in Amer-

ica® cleanup events.   

Don’t forget to let us know about your upcoming events.  We’d love to help out if we can,  or just 

hear how they go.   

                                                                The Take Pride Staff 

 

 

Ready for Spring 

U S  D e pa r t me n t  o f  t h e  In t e r i o r  

In Touch  

With Take Pride 

Is anyone else out there a football fan?   

Super Bowl XLII featured dazzling entertain-

ment, hundreds of thousands of excited people, 

and a thrilling upset victory for the New York 

Giants.  It also featured the Outdoor Recreation 

Village 2008 – an area that showcased recrea-

tional opportunities - encouraged more active, 

healthy lifestyles - and promoted volunteerism 

on our nation’s public lands.   

 

Super Bowl XLII 

Federal agencies and recreation organizations banded together to help educate and inform Super Bowl 

visitors about the many wonderful outdoor benefits and opportunities of America.  Take Pride in Amer-

ica® participated in the Outdoor Rec. Village, and was able to spread the word about public lands volun-

teerism to thousands of visitors of all ages.  We especially emphasized encouraging children and their 

parents to get outside and have fun.   

The trip was a perfect opportunity to bring together football fans of all ages, and promote volunteerism.   

Read on for more Super Bowl stories and pictures... 

 

http://www.funoutdoors.com/node/view/2016
http://www.funoutdoors.com/node/view/2016


 

 

Taking the Super Bowl by storm 

 

Over the Super Bowl weekend, Take Pride was able to speak with hundreds 

upon  hundreds of visitors, and communicate how important it is for citizens to 

care for our public lands, and to instill that desire in their children also.   

The weekend also brought the arrival of a few government officials: Lyle 

Laverty, Assistant Secretary of Water, Science and Parks, Mark Rey, Under 

Secretary for Natural Resources and Environment, and Alison Young, Deputy 

Director of USA Freedom Corps.   

Lyle, Mark, and Alison each delivered speeches encouraging children to get 

outdoors, and Alison awarded a Lifetime Service Award to Doug Shippey.  

Doug has dedicated over 34,000 hours of his life to volunteerism on public 

lands!   

Think about that for a minute.  34,000 hours.  That’s the equivalent of volun-

teering 40 hours a week, 52 weeks a year, for over 16 years.   

Doug, our hats are off to you!  You are a shining example of volunteerism at its 

finest. 

Coach Mike Ditka  

took time to sign 

autographs for everyone 

USA Freedom Corps  

Deputy Director Alison 

Young presenting Doug 

Shippey with a Lifetime 

Service Award 



Due to the overwhelming success of our first VolunTour Across America, as well as popular 

demand, we are once again teaming up with Toyota for our second tour.  This tour will take 

us from Texas, across the gulf coast states, and up the coast to Maryland.   We will be meet-

ing with partners across the states, as well as partnering up for local events, and would love 

to meet with as many of you as we can.   

The point of the tour is to continue to promote volunteerism on public lands, as well as to 

build new partnerships, and help inspire future stewards of our lands.   

The tour will kick off on April 17th in Houston, and will continue through May 5th.   Let us 

know if you’d like to be a part of this VolunTour!  If you’re interested in joining together, 

shoot us a quick email at TakePride@ios.doi.gov.   Also, we’d love your input as we continue 

to plan this upcoming tour.  Let us know of any big events in your area, or places we should 

definitely try to add to the route.   

Many thanks go to Toyota, for continuing to support and invest in the commitment to our 

nations public lands. 
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The VolunTour… 

...is back! 

 

Friends of Red Rock Canyon  

2007 Volunteer Appreciation Banquet 



 

 New Take Pride Schools 

 

Joseph Lane Middle School 

Roseburg, Orgeon 

 

Sage Creek Elementary 

Springville, Utah 

 

Holy Trinity Episcopal School 

Houston, Texas 

 

Hayden Elementary School 

Hayden, Indiana 

Please join us in welcoming the newest 

Take Pride School partners!  Also, 

please help us strengthen the Schools 

program by encouraging your local 

schools to sign up.  Click here for more 

info! 

 

That’s all for February! 

Please keep sending us articles and 

photos at TakePride@ios.doi.gov for 

future newsletter editions or for 

publication on our website. 

 

www.TakePride.gov 

http://www.takepride.gov/schools/index.html
http://www.takepride.gov

